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1.  Know the word you want to look up

2. Know what part of speech it is you are looking up.  In English, many words use the same form as both a noun and a verb.  This doesn’t work like this in French, where the forms may be very different.

Examples are:  bear, cross, play.

Decide: Is your word a noun /verb / adjective etc.  Your translation into French (or vice versa) could be very strange if you select the wrong word.  Place your word into context to determine its part of speech.

The bear growled 
I can’t bear sea food.    The leader will bear the responsibility.

Noun – (the in front)
 Verb (back to back with can’t)
Verb – in future tense.

3.  Look up the word.  

Your dictionary will give you the following information:

n = noun   m = masculine   f = feminine   v  = verb

Some dictionaries have the different types of meaning for the same word numbered as , (2) and (3) etc.  Others may give a synonym to show a certain special meaning.

Some dictionaries show “concordance”.  This means they give you examples of how  this word can be used in certain phrases,

Some dictionaries show how  this word can be translated if it  has an ending (suffix) like: -able, or –less.  
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CHOOSE THE RIGHT WORD

1.   Look up these words in the dictionary.  

2.   Select the correct form of the word in French. Remember to check

(a) its part of speech

(b) any special meanings

(c) if its part of a longer phrase or an “idiom”

3. Write down the word  here, and if it is a noun, note if it is masculine or feminine.  If you need an “idiom” or special phrase, note down the whole phrase.

1. I have just bought a new bed.  …………………………………………………….
2. John is going to bed at 10 pm.  …………………………………………………….
3. The chicken will cross the road.  ………………………………………………….
4. The sight of a cross frightened the vampire. ………………………………………
5. My dad was really cross when I got home at midnight.  …………………………
6. They played cricket in the park. ………………………………………………….
7. Where shall we park the car? …………………………………………………….
8. The car was in the car park. ……………………………………………………….
9. The dog barked loudly. ………………………………………………………….
10. In Australia, trees lose their bark. ……………………………………………….
11. We saved up money for a well in Africa…………………………………………
12.  I’ll ring you when I get home……………………………………………..
13.  Put a ring around the right word ……………………………………………….
