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ICKY ESCAPE: Andrew De
th his mates.

ANNE-LOUISE BROWN

E parents of a Sydney
oolie who almost
wned at Bulcock Beach
Wednesday paid tribute
heir son’s rescuers yes-
lay.
rnie and Patricia De Le-
“he parents of 17-year-old
lrew De Leon, rushed to
Coast on Wednesday
it after being told their
had been pulled uncon-
18 from Pumicestone
age.
sterday, they met some
€ people responsible for
1g their son’s life.
was very shocked when I
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Dad says schoolie son has learnt his lesson

was phoned by a police offic-
er who told me Andrew had
been pulled from the water
unconscious and blue,” Mr
De Leon said. “We are very
grateful to the people who
helped our son.

“I don’t think he will un-
derestimate the ocean again.
He has learned his lesson.”

Andrew and a group of
friends travelled to the Coast
for Schoolies Week.

About 10am on Wednes-
day, when attempting to
Swim across the passage, An-
drew ran into trouble.

He was helped to shore by
Brisbhane dad  Michae]
O’Rourke, quickly reviveg
and taken to Nambour Gen-
eral Hospital, where he
stayed overnight.

Andrew and his friends
plan to stay on the Coast un-
til tomorrow, when they will
drive home to Sydney.

“I'm feeling a lot better
now and I intend staying on,”
Andrew said. )

“Everything happened so

Quickly and I'm just really
thankful and grateful to all

the people who helped me.”
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GRATEFUL: Andrew De Le
and Ernie.

sexual assault.
On July 19 2008,
Tanner, 31, entered a

room where two wo- woman’s nindaruranw |



